THE RED ARMY                               83
cent of the soldiers are affiliated today either with the
Communist Party proper or with the League of Com-
munist Youth. Of officers and commanders, 51 per
cent owe allegiance to the Communist organization*
The time for military training has been reduced from
eight and a half hours a day, as in the army of the
Czars, to five and a half hours. Four and a half hours
are devoted by the soldier to political and general
educational work.
It is the claim of the army that every soldier, on
discharge, takes home a "Bolshevist-Leninist educa-
tion."
"Instead of alcohol, cards and disease, which the
soldier of the Czarist armies took back to his vil-
lage," writes one army authority, "the Red soldier
takes home books, an electric lamp and the very latest
knowledge of crop raising."
This is not an idle boast. The army has made a sort
of gentleman of the soldier. He is polite. His speech
is guarded. He is never seen drunk. He is the first on
the scene in a street accident, and knows how to main-
tain order and what to do. It has become almost an
axiom that if you want something attended to quickly
and properly, a Red soldier must do it.
The Red Army maintains 838 clubs for its soldiers.
In the barracks are 65ooo "Lenin corners,'* where the
soldier may sit and listen to a talk on the radio, or
otherwise, on politics, government, foreign affairs. The
army maintains 1,500 stationary and 8,000 movable